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ABSTRACT 

It has always been a great concern as to what should be our 

approach at the time of dealing underprivileged with the foreign 

or second language. The paper explores the growing demands 

and changing circumstance of ELT to under privileged learners. 

In spite of problems, it has been found that the underprivileged 

are competent enough to learn the foreign language, but they 

need to be tackled in a specific way. Quite from the ages they 

have been neglected both socially and politically that hampered 

their skill development and exposure to language. It also 

highlights problems and factors of teaching learning methods 

that don’t allow the underprivileged to expose to foreign or 

second language. The current study exhibits that motivation 

among the underprivileged learners and programs of language 

skills can be very effective in teaching ELT to backwards. An in 

depth study also explores the role of teacher as the key factor for 

proper teaching through a systematic method. 
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     Introduction 

Man is neither mere intellect, nor the gross animal 

body, nor the heart and soul alone. A proper and 

harmonious combination of all the three is required 

for making of the whole man and constitutes the 

true economics of education (MK Gandhi); and by 

harmony he refers the harmony of mind, body and 

soul. The term “underprivileged” delegates to the 

term “disadvantaged” (Uzgiris, 1968). They are 

disadvantaged section of people who are socially, 

economically, and regionally in an adverse 

situation compared to the rest of the population of 

the society.  

Educationists and social scientists have used many 

terms as “ deprived”” (clark  and clark 1953:cited in 

Kundu), they are  “ psycho-socially deprived” (kirk 

1958 :cited in Kundu,1985), “ culturally deprived” 

(Ressiman,1962), “socio-economically deprived” 

(Havighurst ,`1964;cited in kindu,1985).Due to 

worst conditions by  poverty and unsuitable social 

standard, they are disallowed of all the facilities and 

privileges available to elite class people. Thus, the 

“underprivileged” includes –the poor, downtrodden; 

the ethnic minority group as the scheduled castes 

(SC’s) and scheduled tribe (ST’s), locationally 

backward etc.  

So, for as the expected historical and practical 

reasons are concerned, knowledge of English in 

India has became an essential factor for an 

educated person. English has become a 

compulsory subject to be taught from class Ist 

to undergraduate-graduate level. So for thriving 

in the present field one must require 

proficiency in English (DAS, 1997; cited in 

Kundu 1985). The need of English is must but 

the proficiency of English of underprivileged 

learners is poor in comparison to privileged 

counterparts and they have more problems in 

learning it. Due to poor command of the subject 

they fail to represent high profile jobs. 

Generally learners leave collages due to the fact 

that they are unable to catch the language. Due 

to the fact that underprivileged have low 

proficiency in the language as compared to 

privileged they face the great deal of problems 

in learning it.  

Problems and factors of the underprivileged 

in learning English at undergraduate level  

Most of the students accomplish their basic 

schooling in the regional and local languages. 

Though they do satisfactorily in their respective 

core subjects, but they remain very poor in 

English. The students have an unknown fear 

and fever over English language all these years. 

Let us examine some of the various factors 

which make English language a souring grape 

for rural students even today.    

Lack of parental supervision due to financial 

problems is the crucial factor which is 

detrimental to students. Due to poor financial 

background the parents are not able to devote 

the essential attention. So they remain alien to 

the target language.Every minute during the 

day time is valuable for them as they have to 

struggle to get their livelihood. The boy or girl 

is also sent to work on wages at the specified 

time of the year which affects their education 

very badly.  

                The majority of the students in our country 

come from rural background; they are bound to 

have some limitation: there is an inbuilt 

resistance to English among these students. The 

reason behind this could be the fact that English 

the second language or even the third language  

can never be equal to the first language. It is 

always easier to communicate in our mother 

tongue than to struggle with an alien language. 

They develop the kind of phobia that restrains 

their language development. With the fear 

complex, students from rural background, 

never try to focus on this language though they 

know that it is indispensable. By the time the 

students reach the UG level and realize the 

importance of this language, it becomes too late 

for them to cover the gap.  

An interesting observation studies that the 

performance in English of the students whose 

parents are employees and belong to a higher 

middle class is better than that of the students 

whose parents are illiterates and belong to 

lower middle class. The probable reason 
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perhaps is that the parents in the first case spare 

time to consult the teacher about the progress of 

their children once a while and can guide them 

if necessary. Thus, there has emerged an 

undesirable difference between the two classes. 

Consequently, it is established in rural areas as 

a proven fact to say that English is tough to 

study and understand despite the fact English is 

the easiest language in the world to learn.  

The second major problem is the influence of 

mother tongue. Most of the students generally 

pursue their studies in the respective regional 

language. Because of lack of English learning 

atmosphere at their place of study and 

surrounding, the learners develop poor skill in 

listening, speaking, reading and writing in 

English language. Even though the learner gets 

promoted to higher classes his standard in 

English is not being improved. Thus, a kind of 

phobia develops from the school-level. 

Gradually, a gap between the learner and class 

standard is being increased which effects his 

/her progress. Ultimately the learner is deprived 

of his/her best opportunities. 

 Another important fact is that the methodology 

of English language teaching is bi-lingual or 

translation method. Because of the poor 

knowledge of English language and  enable the 

student understand English properly, the 

teachers simply translate everything into their 

mother tongue and explains them in bi-lingual 

and translation method. Though this method 

offers them a sound knowledge in the content, 

it prevents them in acquiring communication 

abilities in English which has become the norm 

of the day. Therefore the teacher here plays 

more as a translator than a genuine English 

teacher. Hence, virtually, there is no much 

difference between a regional language teacher 

and an English teacher.  

Another factor that aggravates this problem is 

students’ lack of language exposure. The more 

we expose a student to a language the more he 

feels comfortable with it. Teachers teach 

English in their regional languages for the sake 

of convenience. In this pre occupation with 

covering the syllabus, the teachers rarely set 

apart any time for listening practice in the class 

room. Oral drill is very important for beginners 

for the better pronunciation but it is completely 

neglected, that hampers the practical and 

professional developments in students in the 

field of English language. A language can be 

learned only when one is willing to learn it with 

full involvement and practice, not just  

mechanically. For this purpose the teacher 

should preface their own speech by listening to 

standard spoken English. Constant practice and 

deliberate cultivation of good English is 

necessary for all teachers of English.  

English phobia 

One factor that prevents underprivileged from 

learning is the fear for the subject. This is due 

to the fact that English is associated with elite’s 

culture, partially due to the inappropriate, ill – 

prepared textbook, teaching method.It becomes 

a new language to them as they are not exposed 

to it neither at home or their surroundings. So, a 

new language with new rules leads them to fear 

for the subject. The privileged classes are 

familiar with the language and have no 

difficulty while going through the textbooks, 

while answering questions and this creates 

turmoil in minds of the underprivileged learners 

Language load and poor reading skills  

Underprivileged learners are speakers of non-

standard variety or language of learners of 

minority. Education in India is mostly done in 

English. But the underprivileged are not 

exposed to standard language in the field of 

education. So, they have poor command on 

English reading skills. Reading skills are 

important  in India; and the underprivileged are 

weak in them. So, due to the language load they 

are depressed that makes them college 

dropouts. Students from rural colleges face 

problems in acquiring a system of rules, even 

less is known about how such rule systems are 

acquired. Students find themselves unable to 

express in English. They have no idea of proper 

sentence structure. They do not know proper 
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pronunciation, spellings and grammatical rules. 

The sole objective of the teacher and learner 

remains to focus on clearing   the exams. The 

students never realize the importance of 

English as a language.  

Inappropriate textbooks, teaching methods 

and teaching procedures  

Textbooks play an important role in teaching 

and learning. But text books are written for the 

privileged culture point of view (Risemen, 

1962, Swansan 1974; cited in Kundu, 1985). 

The history textbooks hardly mention the 

contribution of underprivileged class to nation 

building. And the textbooks are too difficult 

and packed with too much information which is 

suitable for highly motivated privileged 

learners. If the privileged class fails to 

understand the textbook they take help of tutors 

or teaching shops. But in case of 

underprivileged parents due to utter poverty 

they cannot afford outside help. The method of 

teaching is based on dominant, privileged 

culture. The exam system is also biased. The 

content of the question, instruction, time factor 

and testing procedures are based on privileged 

class system. In exams students are asked to 

write essay mostly on urban oriented such as “a 

circus show you recently visited”, “your 

favorite TV serial”, “internet and computer”. 

The medium of instruction is difficult which 

makes the situation even more difficult for 

underprivileged. 

The trite, stereotyped and traditional pattern of 

exam aims at clearing English not as a language 

but as a subject. The students therefore are 

guided to practice pick and choose method 

form the sub standard material in the market. 

So that students merely pass the subject far 

from learning any level of the language. It is 

more shocking to learn that even the questions 

that students are supposed to answer are told to 

learn through translation from English to their 

own vernacular. Poor performance in 

translation, lack of proper vocabulary, no 

knowledge proverbs are all results of a casual 

approach. Even after reading English for 

fourteen or fifteen years the level of students 

remain poor.  

Strategies for effective teaching of English at 

the undergraduate level to underprivileged 

students  

In rural India, English is taught as a subject and 

not as a language. Teaching English is more 

examination oriented.The rural underprivileged 

students are intelligent but they suffer from low 

confidence in their use of English. Also, the 

prevailing methods of teaching of English are 

not conducive and congenial for effective 

learning of English. Hence it is high time to 

adopt simple and well known strategies for 

imparting effective teaching of English. The 

strategies like motivating the students, 

conducting reading programmes using humour 

in the class room and involving students in 

group discussions should be used to the 

optimum  level which result in the effective 

learning of English as a language and the 

students should obtain the basic required 

proficiency in English as in their mother 

tongue.  

Students of rural India who join the degree 

colleges usually come from the poor family 

background. Majority of them are attending 

classes with single notebook which they use for 

all subjects. Most of them do not buy the 

prescribed textbooks. The Hindu, Education 

Plus, Sep. 01. 2008 published the news item 

titled “Rural students more intelligent than their 

urban counterparts”. 

Increasing the motivation to learn English 

Teaching a second or foreign language      to 

students in rural areas remains a great challenge 

because performance is considered more 

important than for other purposes. Motivation 

is crucial factor which interacts with other 

factors involved in the language learning 

process.  
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Crooks and Schmidt (1991) and Gardner and 

Tremblay (1994) explored four motivational 

orientations:  

1) Reason for learning. 

2) Desire to attain the learning goal. 

3) Positive attitude toward the learning 

situation.  

4) Effortful behavior. 

Husain (2000) identified the following factors 

that impart motivation in language learning:  

a) Attitudes (sentiments towards the 

learning community and the target 

language). 

b) Goals (perceiving clarity and relevance 

of learning goals as reasons for learning). 

c) Involvement (extent to which the learner 

actively and consciously participates in 

the language learning process). 

d) Environmental support (extent of teacher 

and peer support and the integration of 

cultural and outside class support into 

learning experience). 

e) Personal attitudes (aptitude, age, sex, and 

previous language learning experience). 

Based on this, Husain (2000) believes that 

teachers are able to drive the students to learn 

the language and to sustain students’ interest in 

language if they provide activities that are; 

 Interrelated inside and outside of class 

language activities. 

 Communicative (game type). 

  Integrative (short/small activities from 

larger activities). 

 Pleasant, safe and non-threatening. 

 Enthusiastic 

 Group –based 

 Meaningful or relevant 

 Challenging. 

These activities promote self- confidence,     

experience of success, learning satisfaction and 

good relationship among learners and between 

teacher and students. Teacher must get 

motivated themselves to motivate the students 

to learn English as a language. They need to 

ponder over the motivational strategies and use 

them in every class they teach. 

Conducting reading programs 

Attaining sufficient proficiency in the 

communication skills is required in any 

language learnt. We learn listening, speaking, 

reading and writing in our mother tongue in the 

given order. Any language should be learned or 

taught in the same order. Unfortunately in 

Indian conditions, the same order of learning 

the skills in English is not possible. 

Possibilities of listening, speaking and writing 

are limited to the rural/underprivileged students 

because their mother tongue is used in their 

environment. Hence opportunities of these 

skills are limited. But students have ample  

materials to read. Huge numbers of English 

books are available in the library. Newspaper 

and magazines are available even in petty 

shops. So, students can develop the other skills 

of English through developing reading skills. 

Students have poor vocabulary in English. 

Lexical knowledge is central to communicative 

competence. Vocabulary is improved only 

through wide reading. Many students who 

come to the college as poor readers remain poor 

readers. Hence, conducting reading 

programmes in English is essential at the 

degree level in rural India. Reading 

programmes help the students to develop 

reading strategies (Clay, 2001) which include: 

1) Monitoring awareness of one’s own 

reading or writing. 

2) Cross checking or using language cues 

from two or more sources to check one 

against the other (Schmidt,2001)            

The material selected for reading programs 

should be interesting and alluring. The books or 

printed copies of stories from folk tales, fairy 

tales can be used. Passage from daily news 

papers can be selected. Some materials from 

the works of Indian writers in English can be 

used. The reading programmes are to be 
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conducted once in a weak . At the end of the 

programme, group discussions should be 

encouraged with reinforcement. The teacher 

should pose questions to answer. The students 

are also asked to write on certain item in the 

story. All the communication skills are 

practiced in the reading programmes. The 

reading programme should provide useful, 

relevant and enjoyable reading experience. 

Students should be exposed to a variety of 

reading materials. The reading programme 

provides practice to the students in interacting 

with the text in active manner for 

comprehension. 

 

 Developing English language skills      

 

There are primarily four skills involved in 

English language learning i.e. Listening, 

Speaking, Reading and Writing (LSRW). The 

aim of teaching English should be to focus on 

the four language skills of students: Listening 

to and understanding spoken English; reading 

and writing. Understanding their relative 

importance to the second language learner is 

the first step. 

 

Listening skill 

Listening is the first of four basic skills. A 

concentrated listener can be a good speaker. 

While listening, we have to pay attention to the 

structure of the language, pronunciation, usage 

of vocabulary, tone and stress. To improve 

listening skills the students should be exposed 

to Standard English speakers. They should be 

exposed to language through audio/video 

sources. Listening skill can also be developed 

through watching debates and discussions on 

channels like BBC, NDTV, and CNN –IBN. 

Many English learning websites can also be 

useful in developing this skill among students. 

Speaking skill 

   Speaking is a productive skill. It is a difficult 

skill to acquire and calls for intensive practice 

in favorable class room conditions. Speaking is 

a scientific process. When we speak, different 

organs of our body get involved in the process. 

English is an egressive language because air is 

blown out when English is spoken. Speaking 

skills require correct pronunciation, stress and 

intonation. They also require use of words and 

sentence forms in meaningful contexts. Fluency 

and accuracy are key aspects of spoken 

English.  

Reading skill: 

As Sir Francis Bacon says, “reading makes a 

full man, conference a ready man and writing 

an exact man “. People cannot become 

knowledgeable without being excellent readers. 

Reading is the most researched one and the 

least understood skill of all the skills. Reading 

habit is an indispensable tool in acquiring 

sound English. A teacher can develop reading 

habits among the students at the UG level. This 

can be done by motivating the students to read 

literature carefully selected by the teachers in 

order to maintain their interest.   

Writing skill 

Writing is the most difficult skill to master. 

Writing serves as the mental discipline with 

attention to detail. Even students with constant 

listening and imitation speak English 

reasonably well; when it comes to writing they 

are helpless. The reason is that, at school level 

writing is not given as much importance as is 

bestowed on other language skills. It is job of a 

teacher at the UG level to engage students in 

assignments and chisel their writing skill 

through constant practice.  

Using humour as a strategy in teaching 

English 

The idea of using humour in teaching English is 

not a new concept but it is not used much in 

teaching. Humour makes a valuable tool in the 

process of teaching and learning English as a 

second language. Humour can increase 

intention and interest and help to illustrate and 

reinforce what is being taught. Humour can be 

effectively used for increasing group dynamics, 
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better class management, practicing 

grammatical structures, increasing vocabulary 

and learning about the culture of the English 

people.  

 Positive humour relevant to the material taught 

established a class conducive to adult- learning; 

defuses stress, provided an effective message 

delivery system and break down barriers 

between facilitators and learners and foster 

cohesiveness. Grammar can also be taught 

humorously by selecting the journal passages 

that focus on particular grammatical item. 

Teachers can use a variety of materials that are 

funny and entertaining. The teacher can use 

personal anecdotes and humorous stories. Word 

play is a laugh- provoking resource. 

Teacher may download humorous practice 

worksheets from the internet and use them in 

the class. The sheets give reading and speaking 

activity. The students read by themselves and 

share and discuss with their groups, after which 

each group thinks of answers to each question 

and answer as the teacher approaches each 

group separately.      

Interactive teaching through group discussion 

Group discussion is  an excellent method of 

teaching and learning. Instructions should be 

varied regularly to attract more towards 

learning. Here the teachers are the managers 

and facilitators of discussions. Questioning 

techniques are effective in discussions. Group 

discussion provides greater interaction between 

teacher and students. Teachers maintain a 

greater control over what is being taught 

because they are able to start and control the 

discussion. Teachers can check what students 

learn through the questions asked. Students will 

concentrate on the lesson because at the end 

they will be asked questions. Group work as a 

form of cooperative learning means that several 

people work together to finish a certain 

learning goal. Group work raises students’ 

learning interest, their ability and creative 

thinking      and improve their team spirit and 

social communication skills ( Fear son ,MC 

Laughlin and Eng, 2012) group work helps the 

students to improve their grammatical 

competence, pronunciation, vocabulary, and 

sentence structures.     In the beginning students 

may be reluctant to do group work and 

participate in group discussions. Long and 

Porter (1985) claim that students engage in 

more negotiations in the small group lead by 

teacher- centred, whole class settings.  

Svincki and Mekeachie (2001) suggested a 

number of ways to start a discussion that will 

stimulate interest and build momentum for the 

session. Some ways according to them to start a 

discussion are: 

1) Arousal of interest: at the beginning of 

the session a shared experience is 

created. Examples: reviewing a reading 

topic or calling attention to a recent 

happening in the country or state. 

2) Controversy: starting a discussion with 

disagreement.  

3) Questions: questions are framed to check 

the background knowledge.  

4) A case study or problem: presenting a 

problem to students by asking them to 

consider many factors to solve the 

problem and keep the students focused 

on the same goal. 

Training programmes 

Training programmes for language teachers 

should be mandatory so that they succeed in 

keeping pace with the use of modern 

technology for the betterment of student. 

Computer literacy is still quite insufficient in 

India as many teachers still lack in fundamental 

ICT skills, especially those of older generation; 

but teaching language surely requires special 

skills and training to implement technology in 

the class room. Deficiency on part of the 

teachers adversely affects the efficiency of 

students.  

Avoidance of outdated trends 
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The old traditional trends prevalent in our 

society regarding languages need to be avoided 

immediately. Because this can be detrimental 

for our future generations as much has been 

written in other languages such as English etc. 

Even the students should be treated equally in 

language classroom. Students should be 

encouraged to  participate in literary activities, 

to build up their confidence and to boost up 

their morale. Even the parents should be told to 

wait patiently for fruitful results as learning a 

language is a constant process and it requires a 

lot of hard work and dedication. 

 Role of teacher in effective teaching to 

underprivileged at undergraduate level 

As said by Sir Philip Sidney, teaching is the 

end of all learning. In the task of teaching 

English to underprivileged / tribal learners, the 

role of teacher is most crucial because it is only 

the teacher in terms of resource through whom 

the dismal scene can be changed. First of all the 

teachers must develop an infelt affinity for the 

teaching profession. They must think that 

teaching is a noblest profession as a teacher 

works in an atmosphere of idealism dealing 

with soul and heart and lofty ideals that sustain 

humanity. There is no work as such which 

serves the society so directly and fundamentally 

as teaching. It is the best profession because it 

creates and moulds the nation’s citizenship. It is 

in a true sense the very foundation and the 

mainstay of national life. Embrace, these lofty 

ideals of teaching, a teacher must show a high 

degree of devotion and dedication to the 

teaching profession. Education, in a true sense, 

helps us counter the temptations of life, and so, 

a teacher must never be guided by the monetary 

consideration rather the sense of serving the 

most unprivileged tribes must be his guiding 

spirit. A teacher catering to the needs of the 

most marginalized tribes must derive 

satisfaction from the fact that his service is 

most valuable in the sense that he is doing best 

for the worst. The teachers must show a high 

degree of concern for the dismal conditions of 

English language learning and teaching among 

the tribal learners and take it as a challenge. 

Nurturing such an attitude towards this 

profession on one hand, and consequently a 

sympathetic gesture towards the miserable 

condition of the tribal learners on the other 

hand must be the first step taken by such 

teachers in the direction changing in the 

existing scenario.     A teacher’s primary role is 

not only to enable the students to understand 

what he is intending to say or teach. It is also 

the duty of the teacher to understand what the 

student want and says. In teaching- learning 

process, two things play the vital roles; one is 

the delivering capacity of the teacher and the 

other one is the receiving capacity of the 

students. Without the two aspects, the teaching- 

learning process will not be a successful one.  

Teaching –learning process is just like making 

sound by clapping. Without two hands we 

cannot clap. Similarly without a right teacher 

and the students, the teaching learning process 

is meaningless. Teaching should be a product 

of learning a concept deeply and broadly. 

Teaching should facilitate the students to face 

the world which is full of political, social, 

international as well as personal controversies 

without fear. It should give self – confidence to 

the students. By the effective teaching, the 

students should be enabled to go for right 

choices, judgment and also decisions 

individually.     Teachers must try to analyze all 

the socio- cultural and linguistic aspects that 

play an important role in learning and teaching 

of English language and in its light, they must 

come out with an innovative technique of 

teaching. A very challenging problem for the 

teachers and learners is syllabus that shows 

cosmopolitan bias. It means that the syllabus 

should be framed by keeping in  view the need 

of learners belonging to middle – upper class. 

In such a situation, responsibility of making it 

interesting depends on the teachers who can 

mould its contents so as to suit the needs of 

these learners without bringing any 

rudimentary change in the proposed syllabus. 

The main point is that this syllabus must be 

dealt  in such a way that learners may not feel 
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culturally and emotionally alienated which 

generally happens in English teaching class – 

rooms. Here  lies the competence of the 

teachers who have  least freedom of the style of 

teaching that gives them ample scope for 

experimentation.  

The teachers must try to acquaint themselves 

with the cultures of learners if they happen to 

be outsiders as without knowledge of native 

culture of learners that include their mother 

tongue as well, it is difficult make the process 

of learning and teaching effective for them. 

Unless the learners feel some sort of 

identification with teachers at emotional level, 

the condition continues to be unfriendly for 

learning. Therefore, the teachers must behave 

in such a way that their exposition may bear the 

required identification so as to get the desired 

result. It goes without saying the foreign 

language teachers should be foreign culture 

teachers, having the ability to experience and 

analyze both the home and target cultures. That 

is to say, the teachers must give the examples 

from the cultures of learners and the words of 

their mother tongue should also be referred 

while dealing with the semantics. The teacher 

may take help of folk tales, jokes, etc. off such 

regions to make the class interesting and 

culturally cohesive. It will bridge the gap of 

cultural alienation and increase the interest of 

the learners in learning. 

The teachers must motivate such learners by 

making them aware of results of instrumental 

and integrative motivations. These learners do 

not have the idea of the world outside their 

surroundings. They are mostly unaware of the 

advantages which they may have after learning 

English in shaping their career. They must be 

taught English as an eye- opener. The feeling of 

learner English for upward social mobility must 

be tapped properly among them. Through the 

teaching of English a teacher must try to install 

in such learners , the seed of the inquisitiveness 

so that they may learn more and more about the 

world that will in turn generate interest 

spontaneously for learning English. It will be a 

step towards teaching English through general 

knowledge and vice-versa. It will certainly 

have a very positive effect on the learners. It is 

generally seen that English syllabus does not 

contain the items of motivational aspects and a 

teacher who is not conscious enough fails to 

deal with it among such learners. Actually the 

learners of privileged classes do not require 

such contents in syllabus as they are briefed 

about the relevance of English in modern world 

by the parents and surrounding itself, whereas 

the tribal learners fail to know it due to their 

poor upbringing and this responsibility lies on 

the shoulder of the teachers. In the process of 

teaching learning, the teacher should try to 

understand the students first. Then only, he can 

enable students to understand him or his 

teaching. Theory with practice on some of the 

teaching topics may enable to students to 

understand what the concept is taught by the 

teacher, depends on the methods he/she applies. 

The teacher may be good, but the students’ 

physical problems may lead him to ignore the 

teaching, or sometimes, the background, of 

family of the students, may drive him t be dull. 

Hence, the teacher should take into account 

everything. As Carl Rogers said, the teacher 

should fist forget that he/ she is a teacher. 

Instead he /she must possess the skills of a 

facilitator of learning genuineness, prizing and 

empathy. 

Price (1991) aptly remarks –“the role of a 

teacher is paramount in alleviating, anxiety, 

more vital perhaps then a particular 

methodology. Teachers who provide a 

supportive and understanding environment, 

who employ non threatening methods, and who 

use appealing and relevant topics seem to 

enhance the foreign language experience”. 

Useful tips to guide the underprivileged/tribal 

learners while teaching English 

Confidence building is very important. Once 

the underprivileged learners realize that 

teachers are guides who are going to help them 
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.This would provide hope and strength to them 

and will raise their self confidence. 

Try to understand their problems in learning 

from the underprivileged learner’s point of 

view, and try to solve it in the best simple 

procedure. 

 Appreciation technique will definitely 

make it home .Praise them; pat them, 

when they give an answer. Encourage 

them. Underprivileged learners are shy to 

give answers.  

 Allow the underprivileged learners 

answer in a word or in a group of words 

.Do not insist on giving full sentences. 

Ask easy questions which can be 

answered in yes/no  

 Allow the underprivileged learners 

answer in their first languages when they 

fail to answer in English or when they 

know the answer but are stammering.  

 Do not concentrate all your attention to 

privileged learners. The teacher should 

not only concentrate and give importance 

to bright and clever learners but he/ she 

should have an equal eye to each one. 

The teacher should give special attention 

and help underprivileged learners as they 

need your attention and help more. 

 Underprivileged tend to occupy benches 

in classroom. Due to poor command in 

the language and the fear of the teacher. 

So, they sit in last benches. The teacher 

should make them sit close to the best 

students and encourage them to learn 

from such students. 

 Provide clues when the underprivileged 

learner fails to answer a question. The 

teacher can give learners a helping hand 

while answering.  

 Protect the under privileged learners 

from coercion. 

 Tolerate their errors, instead of public 

correction errors can be corrected 

privately. Underprivileged learners can 

make silly mistakes so instead of getting 

angry or punishing they should try to 

correct them. 

 Develop healthy and positive attitude 

towards under privileged. Teacher should 

help to enhance their self esteem, and 

building in them positive views. 

 Be friendly in the classroom so that the 

students feel confident. Through 

interactions, psychological barriers may 

be blown out. It will reduce their anxiety 

level, the feeling of cultural alienation 

and increase self confidence and interest 

in learning. 

 

 

Conclusion 

In our country about 70% of the students are 

from rural areas or backward classes and they 

are coming through traditional language medium 

schools. Hence, regarding their back ground, we 

have to design the syllabus and adopt methods to 

test their English language proficiency. As per 

reports, required level of English language 

learning is not happening at the under-graduate 

level in rural India. The need of the hour is to 

adopt the right and proper methods for teaching 

English. So it is suggested to use more strategies 

to motivate the students to learn English and 

develop communication skills. Conducting 

reading assemblies and seminars helps the 

students to develop other communication skills. 

The use of humour in class will arrest the 

attention and kind interest in learning English. 

Group discussion is really an important strategy 

which develops all the four skills of English. 

Also, the underprivileged learners belong to the 

most far away part of country. So they remain in 

isolation both socially and psychologically. This 

builds in them perverted confidence. Teaching is 

art and it is the duty of the teacher to make this 

art more easy, precise, practical and objective. 

Efforts of the teacher can bring changes in the 

behaviour of the pupils. Effort of the teacher is 

called the teaching and the task performed by 

learners is learning. So, the first and foremost 

important thing is that there should be a mutual 
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relationship between the teacher and learner, 

especially underprivileged learners. This can 

help in the developing skills and can make 

learning easier. The students are more 

enthusiastic and exciting to learn things in new 

and attractive ways. Instructions have changed 

from teacher-centric to student-centric. We 

cannot manage language teaching at UG level in 

isolation from language teaching at school. A lot 

depends on the kind of language training a 

student receives from his school. Today, the UG 

teachers are only doing remedial English and try 

to make up for faulty school education. Though 

the job is more difficult and challenging at  the 

same time it is  creative. A doctor cannot give 

the same medicine to every patient; he has to 

treat every patient according to his ailment. 

Similarly the UG language teacher teaches the 

students with multiple methods according to 

their levels. He has to treat everyone, as a 

separate case to be treated differently. W need 

time, patience and necessary skill to guide every 

student. There is urgent need to formulate an 

integrated language course from the primary to 

the undergraduate level. The School Boards, 

Universities, UGC and the HRD have to work 

together in this mission. These bodies, in 

collaboration with English and foreign language 

university, can organize healthy state wide 

competitions such as spell-bee and essay writing 

competition to promote language skills among 

the students. This coordination can help the 

student and equip them with all the skills 

required to face the world with courage and 

confidence. 
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